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nd now more particularly addreſſed to all the 


Inhabitants of the ſaid Pariſh. 


The Harveſt is the End of the World and the Reapers are 


the Angels, Mat. xii, 39. 
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Revelation chap. xiv. ver. 14, 15, 16. 


And I looked and behold a white Cloud, 


and upon the Cloud one ſat like unto the Son 
of Man having on his Head a golden Crown, 
end in his Hand a ſharp Sickle. And ano- 
ther Angel came out of the Temple, crying 
with 4 loud Voice to Him that ſat on the 
Cloud; Thruft in thy Sickle and reap, for 
the Time is come for thee to reap, for the 
Harveſt of the Karth is ripe. And He 
that ſat on the Cloud, thruſt in his Sickle 
on the Earth ; and the Earth was reaped. 


@ HE Holy Spirit here preſents to 


St. John's View a natural and 
ſtriking Picture of the final Con- 
ummation of all Things, when the whole 
Race of Mankind whether dead or living, 
whether juſt or unjuſt, ſhall be gathered 
together from every Part of the Earth, 
and made to appear before the Judge- 

ment Seat of Chriſt, 
And 
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And however obſcure and difficult, 
ſome emblematical Repreſentations in 
the Book of the Revelation may be to 
us, as relating to Things of which per: 
haps we can know little at preſert, nor 
may they be Matters of ſuch immediate 
Concern to us, yet this as well as ſome 
other Images we find there, is ſufficient- 
ly clear and diſtinct, and its Meaning 
plain and obvious. 

It is indeed one peculiar Excellency 
of the ſacred Scriptures, that they ex. 
preſs Things of the moſt ſublime Nature, 
and of the laſt Importance to Mankind, 
by the moſt ealy and natural Alluſions 
J ho' it is their peculiar Province to car- 
ry Cods faithful Servants beyond the 
ſhort Puration of the World, and to fix 
their Eyes upon the Riches of Eternity; 
1ho' they have to diſcloſe and reveal 
thoſe ineſtimable Treaſures which Eye 
hath not ſeen nor Ear heard, neither have 
thy entered into the Heart of Man; 
yet do they ſo graciouſly accommodate 
their Method of Inſtruction to the im- 
perfect State of our mortal Nature as to 
convey ſpiritual Truths to the Under. 
ſtanding through the Medium of natural 
Things; that is, they take the common 

| Things 
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Things of Nature which we can ſee and 
are much converſant about, and uſe 
them as Images or Pictures to point out 
and delincate ſpiritual 1 hings, which 
ar- of themielves lar above out of our 
Kah, and cannot be made the imme— 
dlate {jects of our Senles. 

{it thus Matter may perhaps appear 
mare clear when illuſtrated by an Allu— 
hun to a Cale pretty nearly parallel. 
oc it to be neceſſary, that any of us 
{10-1144 be made acquainted with a Perſon 
or ace winch it was impollible for us 
to {ve ourlelves; could there be any 
better NMcaris of attaining to any tolera- 
ble Knowledge of either, than by having 
an exact Picture of each of them pla- 
ced before us? Would not this give 
us a more ſure and perfect Conception 
ol the Features of the One, and of the 
dituation and Beauties of the other, 
than any verbal Deſcription of either 
could poſtbly ſuggeſt? In ſhort, would 
not ſuch a Repreſentation give us the 
belt Idea we could poſſibly form of a 
thing which did not itſelf come within 
the Reach of our Senſes ? 

And ſuch is the gracious Method 
which Revelation makes uſe of, to in- 


ſtruct 


: 

. 
* 
| 
| 


11 


ſtruct us in the inviſible Things of God. 0 
It refers us to the viſible Things of Na. | 
ture, points out the Similitude which 7 
they bear to Things in Heaven, and ſo 
directs us to form Ideas of ſpiritual Oh. , 
jects from the earthly Patterns. This 
Method of Inſtruction affords us, ſuch . 


a clear, diſtinct and ſatis factory Percep- P 
tion of ſpiritual Truths as the moſt acute b 
and diſcerning of the Sons of Men could 0 
never attain to, by the mere Light of 
unaſſiſted Reaſon. K 
This is a Key to divine Knowlege for 0 
which the ſacred Scriptures ſtand par. ; 
ticularly diſtinguiſhed; and which they 0 
only can have any Claim to. For as x 
God alone knoweth both the Things 5 
which are in Heaven and on Earth, ſo ; 
He only can point out the Reſemblance WM © 
between them, and infallibly direct us 5 
to the one as Figures and Exemplars of : 
the other. And when he has done fo, * 
when he has both pointed out the na- of 
tural Image and applied it in the holy 10 
Scriptures, we cannot be deceived in 1 
the ſpiritual Object, except we either * 
* the Nature or miſapprehend the 4 
Application of the natural Image. WF „ 
Thas much for the Exactneſs and l 


Certainty 
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Certainty of this Method of Inſtruction, 

And another great Benefit may be de- 
rived from it, which is; That many of 
the Images alluded to, are ſome plain 
common Parts or Actions in Nature, 
which we muſt all needs ſee and ob- 
ſerve, which afford perhaps daily Im- 
ployment to many, and adminiſter to 
the Support of all. For ſo wonderfully 
has our gracious Lord contrived his holy 
Word for our Inſtruction, that by the 
Help of it, even the ordinary Occupa- 
tions of Life may be made to teach us 
ſome uſeful Leſſon in Religion; the 
common Obiedcts which continually pre- 
ſent themſelves to us, may furniſh us 
wth Means of advancing in ſpiritual 
Knowlege; and the conſtant Revolution 
of ſevere Labours which ſome of us 
undergo, may ſerve as ſo many faithful 
Remembrancers to remind and excite 
us, to a diligent Practice of ſome Branch 
or other of our chriſtian Duty. 

So many and great are the Benefits, 
which we might by this Means, derive 
rom the ſacred Scriptures; if we would 
but conſtantly read and carefully attend 
to them, and carry their DiQates alon 
with us, through all the * £ 

e. 
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Life. And I hope that we may exneri. 
ence the moſt, if not all of the ſæ Advan. 
tages from a careful Con ſideration of the 
Paſſage which I have ſelected for our 
Meditation at this Time. And TI looked, 
* and behold a white Cloud, and upon 
* the Cloud one ſat like unto the Son of 
Man, having on his Hcad a golden 
* Crown, and in his Hand, a ſharp Sickle, 
* And another Angel came out of the 
Temple, crying with a loud Vote to 


* him that ſat on the Cloud; Thruſt in | 
„ thy Sickle and reap, for the Time is 


* come for thee to reap, for the Harveſt 


* of the Earth is ripe. And he that ſat on 


te the Cloud, thruſt.in his Sickle on the 
Earth, and the Earth was reaped; ” 


What an animated ſtriking Deſcrip- | 
tion is this? How greatly does Majeity | 
ſhine forth in it tempered with Simpli- 
city? Chriſt is here repreſented as lit- | 
ting upon the Clouds of Heaven, with |] 
a Crown of Gold upon his Head, the | 
known Emblem of Power and Royalty, 
that we may reverence and adore him 
as our Lord and King: Whilſt the great 
Work that he was to do, viz, That | 
of gathering together and judging the 
whole Earth, is deſcribed by the com- 
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mon and obvious Figure of the Harveſt 
and the Reaper: That from ſo familiar 
and well-known an Image, we might be 
able to form a more clear and jult Idea 
of the Work itſelf: And that the con- 
ſtant annual Revolutioa of the Seaſon 
might continually keep us in Mind, that 
we ſhould not be ourſelves barren and 
unfruitful, for there will certainly come 
Time, when the Harveſt of the Earth 
s ripe, and God will ſend and require 
our Fruits of us. 

Though the Harveſt comes in the re- 
gular and common courle of Nature, 
yet it ſtands eminently diſtinguiſhed a- 
bove other Seaſons by the ſingular Im- 
portance of it; upon it we all depend 
for our Subſiſtence. Bread is a Sup- | 
port equally neceſſary to Perfons of 
every Station and Degree amongſt us. 
But it is more particularly a matter of 
the higheſt Concern to the Huſhand man: 
for the Harveſt is the chief and pleaſ- 
ing object of his Hopes and Expecta- 
tion; the End to which his Thoughts 
and Actions are principally directed; 
and what he earneſtly looks for, from 
Tear to Year as the Reward and Crown 
ok all his Labours. 

B How 
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- How 2 then does this Seaſon pre- 
ſent to faithful and devout Chriſtians 
the comfortable Proſpect of a Day of 
final Retribution and Recompence; 
when their Labours of Love ſhall not 
be forgotten ; when their patient Con- 
tinuance in Well-doing, ſhall be con- 
ſidered and rewarded; when their holy 

Zeal for the Honour of their Redeemer, 
and their ſteady Attachment to his 
Word and Commandments {hall be 
crowned with Glory and Immortality, 
and their momentary Sufferings recom- 
penced with an Eternity of Happineſs. 

This may be well called the chril- 


| tian Harveſt. It is the Foundation up- 

3 on which the Diſciples of the bleſſed 

23 Jesus build all their future Hopes. It 
1s the Scope to which all their Thoughts 
Words and Actions are or ſhould be 

. chiefly directed. It is the Ground- 
work upon which their holy Conf— 
dence reſts; and a moſt animating In- 
citement to a diligent Diſcharge of their 
Duty, and an unſhaken Perſeverance 
in good Works; for they know aſſured- 
ly that they ſhall reap in due Seaſon 
it they faint not. 


Thus 


us 


ary, 


Thus the ſimilitude appears clear and 
ſt-ik nz at firſt Sight; and that there 
may not be the leaſt hazard of Mil- 
cotrntinn or Miſtake, we have the 
decilive Authority of Chriſt himſelf 
for the Application of this Image, for 
in his Expoſition of the Parable of the 
Sower to his Diſciples, he tells them 
expreſsly that “the Harveſt is the End 
* of the World, and the Reapers are 
the Angels; Matthew xiii, 39.“ 

The true ſpiritual Meaning of the 
Harveſt being thus eſtabliſhed, let us 
next trace the natural Image and con- 
ider it particularly, in order to ſee 
what Improvement may be drawn from 
a proper Application of it. Now the 
moſt important Conſideration is, the 
means of obtaining a good Harvelt. 
And to take any tolerable View of them 
we muſt recur to the whole Procels of 
the Huſbandman's Labours throughout 
the whole Year. 

The Ground itſelf muſt firſt be pro- 
* prepared for the Reception of the 
Seed. It muſt be cleanſed as far as ma 
be, from the Roots of Wild-graſs and 
all other noi ſome Weeds. Its ſtubborn 
Clods muſt be broken and wrought to 

B 2 a pro- 
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a proper Conſiſtence to admit and nour- 
iſh the Seed. The Seed allo muſt be 
good and pee if you expect the Pro. 
duce to be ſo; and after it is ſown, it muſt 
be harrowed in, that it may have depth 
of Earth in which it may form a pro- 
per Root. The Ground muſt alſo be 
tenced round, that the Beaſts of the 
Field break not in, turn up the Seed 


and deſtroy it. And after that the Corn 


has ſprung up, it muſt be kept weeded, 
leſt the Weeds by their abundant 


Growth ſhould choke it, and render it | 


unf uitlul. 
I pretend not to recount every Par- 
ticular of the Huſbandman's Care and 


Trouble, but theſe are I believe necel- | 


{ary Steps which are or ought always 
to be taken —And after theſe and all 
other poſſible Means are made uſe of, 
which the moſt knowing Huſbandmen 
can deviſe, or the moſt laborious exc- 
cute, they cannot be certain of a good 
Crop. They may do all that can be 
done on their Part, and that all would 
yet prove ineffectual except it ſhould 
pleaſe God to give a Blefling to their 
Labours. They may plough and ſow, 


but it is God only who does or can give 
the 
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the Increaſe; who ſendeth the former 
e ind atter Rain in its Seaſon. It is he 
. only who maketh the Earth fruitful, 
ſt who can command the Clouds of Hea- 


h ren that they deſcend in moderate re- 
J. heſning Showers upon it not to drown 
e but to nouriſh and fatten it. It is he 
6 alone who can cauſe the Sun to ſhine 
d upon it with a temperate invigorating 
n Heat, not to dry and wither, but to 
d, quicken and ripen it. 

at The Huſbandman therefore, after all 


his Labours muſt and ought with Hu» 
mility and J hanktulneſs to confeſs, that 
r a plenteous Harveſt is entirely the Gift 


d of God; To whoſe divine Bounty it is 
. entirely owing that he reaps the Fruits 
ys ad Products of the Earth. — All that he 
1 could do was to endeavour to deſerve 
f, them by induſtriouſly preparing his 
an Ground in ſuch a Manner as was 


c- to receive and profit by the Bleſſing of 
Ni Heaven. 

e Having now conſidered the proper 
Id Means which are uſually employed to 
Id procure a good Harveſt; let us next 
ir be, what wholſome Inſtructions and 
v, improving Knowledge may be collected 
ve rom a ſpiritual Application of theſe ſe- 
he veral 
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veral Circumſtances, and let us try how 
far theſe requiſite Lab-urs of the Far. 
mer will teach us the neceſlary Dutics 
of the Chriſtian. 

And firſt, our Hearts and Minds muſt 
like unto the Ground, be properly pre. 
pared for the Reception of the 
Seed the Word of God. All the Roots 
of Iniquity which ſince the Fall of Man 


are in a manner interwoven with our 


corrupted Nature, and like unto the 
Wild-graſs do ſpring up of themſelves 
abundantly, muſt be cleared away as 
far as it is poſſible, and utterly extirpa- 
ted. All Obſtinacy and Arrogancy of 
Mind, which, like unto the ſtubborn 
Clods refuſes to receive the Commands 
of God, and to give Place to the Dic- 
tates of his holy Word, muſt be broken 
and brought by frequent Contrition to 
a proper State of Humility and chnl- 
tian. Meekneſs. The Mind muſt be di- 
veſted of all high Notions of its own 
Self-ſufficiency, that it may receive the 
Goſpel even as a little Child, ſubmit to 
it, in all Things as its Director, and 
ſhew as perfe&t an Obedience to its Pre 
cepts as a Child does to the Directions 
of its Maſter: - 8 i: 


And 
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And as the Seed which 1s ſown ſhould 
be clean and good, ſo nothing but the 
pure and ſincere Word of God ſhould 
be fown in the Heart, or inculcated as 
neceſſaryv to Salvation. For the ſincere 
Word of God is the good Seed: and as 
the Seed 1s harrowed down into the 
Earth, ſo it ſhould be made to {fink down 
nto our Hearts by frequent Meditation, 
that it may there take Root and grow 
p in us. And as the Field where the 
ed is ſown, mult be fenced round, 
o ſhould our hearts, after God's Word is 
thus ſown and rooted in them, be kept 
carefully guarded ; for the new ſown 
Ground cannot be more hurt by the 
Beaſts of the Ficld, than the Heart which 
bath lately received the Word of God, 
may be damaged and ſpoiled by the in- 
lectious Influence and evil Converſa- 
tion of the Wicked. | 

There remains now but one more of 
the Huſbandman's Labours to be con- 
ldered, which is, that he mult be care- 
ul, as his Corn grows up, to cleanſe it 
tom all noxious Weeds: So ſhould we 
allo take great Care and Pains, to cleanſe 
our Hearts, and to weed out of them, 
every irregular Appetite and inordinate 

Paſhon ; 
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Paſſion; that neither the Luſts of the 
Fleſh, the Cares of this World, nor the 


Deceitfulnefs of Riches, choke the Word 


and make it unfruitfu]. 


I have now gone through the ſeveral | 

J have pointed 
out the corre ſpondent chriſtian Duties, | 
which they figuratively repreſent to us. 
And as he after all his Pains and Induſ. 
try muſt acknowledge, that it is God on- 
ly who gives the Increaſe: So are wel 
taught to believe and confeſs, that after 
we have done all that we can do, wef 
are unprofitable Servants, and have nol 
Title to the leaſt Reward or Favour but 
through God's Mercy and Goodneſs4 
The Fruits of our ſpiritual Harveſt arg 
altogether God's free Gift; to whom wg 
entirely owe both our Growth in Gracg 
and our Hopes of Glory. We ougt 
therefore with the deepeſt Senſe of ou 
own Inſufficiency, and of God's greal 
Mercy to afcribe the whole unto Hin 


Labours of the Farmer, an 


and to ſay with the holy Pſalmiſt! “ Nd 


* unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but tf 


* thy Name give the Praiſe !” 
But though we cannot make the lea 


Advances in our ſpiritual Growth with 


out God's Help and Aſſiſtance, yet 


nec 
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need not be a Diſcouragement to us, 
but it ſhould ſerve rather as an Incite- 
ment to conſtant and diligent Prayer. 
For God will not refuſe the ordinary . 
Gifts of his holy Spirit to thoſe who 
heartily deſire and diligently aſk them. 
We need not deſpair of his Aſſiſ- 
tance, except we are wanting to our- 
ſelves.—It we receive the Word of God 
with Humility and Meekneſs, and with 
a ſteady Reliance on the divine Good- 
neſs, endeavour as much as we can, to 
make it grow up and increaſe in us, 
we may reſt aſſured that we ſhall not 
be diſappointed of the Fruit of our. La- 
bours, but ſhall receive at the Hand of 
the Lord an exceeding great Reward 
eren an hundred fold, when the Sickle 
put forth unto the Corn, and the Har- 
reſt of the Earth is ripe; when Chriſt 
bath accompliſhed the Number of his 
W Llect, and the Kingdom of Heaven is 
it Hand. 

As this is our ſpiritual Harveſt upon 


chich depends our eternal Intereſt, and 
eyerlaſting Support, let us, like unto the 
dood Huſbandman, take all neceſſary 
A \caſures to ſecure a Share in it. As 
he muſt Eat his Bread in the W 
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his Face, and never be wanting in Pains 
and Diligence; ſo muſt we work out 
our own Salvation with Care and 
Watchfulneſs, and diligently diſcharge 
every Duty of the chriſtian Profeſſion, 
For what we read in the Book of Pro. 
verbs is true in the ſpiritual as well as 
in the literal Senſe! © The Sluggard will 
not Plough by reaſon of the Cold, 
* therefore ſhall he beg in Harveſt and 
e have nothing.” 

Whenever therefore ye are imployed 
in any of the Labours before-mentioned, 
(to thoſe who are engaged in Huſbandry 
I particularly ſpeak this) whilſt the Bo- 
dy 1s broiled about the earthly Image, 
raiſe the Mind by divine Contempla- 
tion to the ſpiritual Truth which it re- 
preſents to you, and let that alſo be im- 
ployed with ſuitable Meditations.—When 
ye are preparing) our Ground for the 
Seed, conſider well with yourſelves, 
whether your own Hearts are properly 
prepared for the Reception of the ſpin 
tual Seed the Word of God.—When 
ye are breaking to Pieces the ſtubborn 
Clods, conſider whether by frequent 
Contrition ye have thoroughly van- 
quiſhed all Haughtineſs and Arrogancy 
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of Mind, and brought yourſelves to 
ſuch an humble Temper, as to be ever 
ready with meek Heart and due Reve- 
rence to hear and receive the Word of 
God. When ye are raking out of your 
Land the Roots of Wild-graſs and other 


| noxious Weeds, reflect ſeriouſly with 


yourſelves, whether ye have taken 
equal Pains and Care, to cleanſe your 
own Hearts of every Root of Iniquity 
and inbred Corruption which the Fall 
of our firſt Parents has intailed on our 
Nature together with the Curſe upon 
the Ground. — When ye are harrowing 
the Seed into the Earth, conſult your 
own Hearts, whether God's Word has 
by frequent Meditation been ſo deeply 
imprinted in them, as to take Root and 
to bring forth 1n you the Fruit of good 

Living. | 
Thus let your Attention in your ſe— 
reral Labours be directed to the ſpiri- 
tual Application which they aptly ſug- 
geſt to you; and ye will find this 
Practice, both an excellent means of 
putting you in Mind of your Duty, 
and of inſtructing you alſo in ſeveral 
neceſſary Parts of chriſtian Knowledge: 
particularly be at all Times mindful, to 
C 2 all. 
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alk yourfelves theſe intereſting Queſtions. 
Shall we thus labour and toil from Year 
to Year to obtain the Bread that pe- 
riſheth, and 1 all we give ourſelves no 
Trouble nor Concern about that living 
Bread which will preſerve and ſupport 
both Body and Soul unto eventing 
Life ?—Shall we take ſuch Care of our 
temporal Intereſts, and either totally 
neglect or only {lightly regard the more 
important Concerns of Eternity? 

Theſe are indeed Queſtions which 
can our be out of Seaſon, but more 
eipecially are they proper at the glad 
Time of 11 5 the good Hul. 
bandman receives the Recompence of 
all his Labours, and reflects with inward 
Complacency and Satisfaction upon his 
prudent Care and induſtrious Manaze- 
ment which 1s at laſt crowned with a 
plenteous Harveſt. 

Let him then ſeriouſly inquire of his 
own Heart: Have I been as induſtrious 
and careful in the I hings which regard 
my eternal, as I have been in thoſe 
which concern my temporal Interell? 
If he can ſafely ſay that he has, then in- 
deed he may reap his Corn with Glad. 
neſs, and look upon it, as an Earneſt of 

a much 
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z much better Harveſt which he may 
one Day expect to ſhare in. But if his 
Thoughts and Endeavours, if his Care 
and Diligence have been confined ſole- 
ly to the Affairs of this Life, and he has 
been quite remiſs and negligent in the 
one Thing needful the providing for 
his eternal Salvation; however prudent 
and managing then he may have been 
in temporal Things, however rich and 
increaſed 1n — yet in his ſpiritual 
State, he is poor and naked and miſera- 
ble, and can expect no better Fate at 
the great Day of Retribution than that 
of Solomon's Sluggard, who was redu- 
ced to beg and had nothing whilſt others 
were reaping; ſo ſhall he be excluded 
from any Share in the Riches of Eter- 
nity. 

But on the other Hand, if there be 
any of you, who, though not wantin 
in Induſtry, have been leſs ſucceſsful 
in the World, and are reduced to Po- 
verty, by Misfortunes or any unavoida- 
ble Means; yet if ye are not only con- 
[tant Hearers of the Word, but alſo 
aithful Doers of it, if ye are rooted in 
Chriſt and fruittul in good Works, ye 
may then bear your preſent Hardſhip and 

Afflictions 
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Afflictions with Patience and Comfort: 
For your Subſtance and Treaſure is in 


Heaven, which no Misfortunes can da- 


mage or 1mpair, no human Means de- 
prive you of; whilſt ye look with a 
well-grounded Confidence to your ſpiri- 
tual Harveſt, when © he who now go- 
* eth on his way weeping, and bear. 
te eth forth good Sced, ſhall doubtleſs 


* come again with Joy and bring his | 


& Sheaves with him.” 


To conclude. Let us all of whatever | 


Station or Degree we are, carefully at- 
tend to this important Truth! What- 
t ſoever a Man ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo 
* reap.“ - He who ſoweth, to the Fleſh, 
* ſhallof the Fleſh reap Corruption; but 
* he that ſoweth tothe Spirit, ſhall of the 
Spirit reap Life everlaſting: He who 
lives an idle, profligate, irreligious Lite, 
and provideth only for the Fleſh 
to fulfil the Luſts thereof, is ſurely 
ſowing the Seeds of Diſtreſs, Miſery, 


and Confuſion to all Eternity : Whilſt the | 


ious Chriſtian, whoſe Life is one con- 
tinual Exerciſe of Devotion and religi- 
ous Duty towards God, and of Love 
and Charity towards Men, is ſowing 


the Seeds of Peace and Tranquility ot 
| Mind 
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Mind in this Life, which will un. 
doubtedly bring forth the Fruit of 
eternal Glory and Happineſs in that 
which is to come, which that we may 
all reap in due Seaſon may God grant 


through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


Now to God the Father, &c. 


